[image: image1.jpg]Kathy Catazaro-Perry, Mayor
Massill





[image: image1.jpg]Engineering Department
Keith A. Dylewski, P.E., P.S., City Engineer
September 10, 2012
District 19 Integrating Committee
201 3rd Street SE, Suite 201

Canton, Ohio 44702

The City of Massillon  in 2008 signed a Letter of Agreement to Comply with the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Section 65.10 (44 CFR 65.10) and Request for Provisionally Accredited Levee (PAL) Designation.  FEMA is requiring levee owners and communities to ensure that levees providing flood protection meet the requirements stated in said Code of Federal Regulations.  If the City in conjunction with the United States Army Corps of Engineers does not comply with this request, FEMA will no longer accredit the levee and all areas within the floodplain will be considered flood prone and will be required to secure flood insurance.  The goal of this project is to bring the levee into compliance with the CFR and to ensure that it continues to provide necessary flood protection to the City of Massillon.  The basis for success will be once this project is complete and said goals are met the levee will be in compliance.  The primary benefactors are the City of Massillon and the numerous business and home owners that are located within the floodplain along the levee which includes Aqua Ohio, Inc. which supplies the water distribution system to the City and surrounding communities.
This project is an important project for the City of Massillon and the United States Army Corps of Engineers.  The USACE was responsible for performing an inspection of the levee structure and from that inspection the deficiencies were noted and were the basis for this project.  See attached condensed summary from the full report.  The City and the USACE are joint owners of the levee with the USACE being responsible for the earthen structure and the City being responsible for all storm and sanitary penetrations thorough the structure.  Both agencies have responsibilities to meet to ensure the levee continues to provide the necessary flood protection and our respective projects, once completed, will make that a reality along with meeting all requirements of the CFR.  Both the City and the USACE must complete their projects before FEMA decertifies the levee which would force any home or business owner within the floodplain that has a federally backed mortgage purchase flood insurance.  The USACE has completed an extensive project in the spring of 2012 predominately fixing erosion issues along the levee and are currently awaiting the City to make its repairs such that the necessary documentation can be submitted to FEMA to accredit the Levee.   
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