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SECTION 101100 - VISUAL DISPLAY SURFACES 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary 
Conditions and Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. This Section includes the following: 
 
1. Porcelain enamel markerboards. 
2. Vinyl Fabric tackboards. 

1.3 SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data:  For each type of visual display board indicated. 

B. Samples for Initial Selection:  Manufacturer's color charts showing the full range of colors and 
textures available for the following: 

1. Markerboards:  Actual sections of porcelain enamel finish for each type of markerboard 
required. 

2. Vinyl-Fabric-Faced Cork Tackboards:  Fabric swatches for each type of vinyl-fabric-
faced cork tackboard indicated. 

1.4 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Source Limitations:  Obtain visual display boards through one source from a single manufactur-
er.  Manufacturer must be a company specializing in the manufacturer of visual display boards 
with 3 years of documented experience in the manufacturer of specified products. 

B. Product Options:  Drawings indicate size, profiles, and dimensional requirements of visual dis-
play boards and are based on the products indicated.  Other manufacturers' products with equal 
performance characteristics may be considered.   

C. Fire-Test-Response Characteristics:  Provide vinyl-fabric-faced tackboards with the following 
surface-burning characteristics as determined by testing assembled materials composed of fac-
ings and backings identical to those required in this Section per ASTM E 84 by a testing and in-
specting agency acceptable to authorities having jurisdiction.  Identify vinyl-fabric-faced tack-
boards with appropriate markings of applicable testing and inspecting agency. 

1. Flame Spread:  25 or less. 
2. Smoke Developed:  10 or less. 
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1.5 PROJECT CONDITIONS 

A. Field Measurements:  Verify field measurements before preparation of Shop Drawings and be-
fore fabrication to ensure proper fitting.  Coordinate fabrication schedule with construction pro-
gress to avoid delaying the Work. 

1. Allow for trimming and fitting where taking field measurements before fabrication might 
delay the Work. 

1.6 PRODUCT WARRANTY 

A. Provide 50 year manufacturer’s warranty. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 MANUFACTURERS 

A. Available Manufacturers:  Subject to compliance with requirements, provide products by one of 
the following: 

1. Porcelain Enamel Markerboards: 
a. Educational Equipment Company 
b. Claridge Products and Equipment, Inc. 
c. PolyVision Corporation 
d. Marsh Chalkboard Company. 

2. Tackboards: 
a. Educational Equipment Company. 
b. Claridge Products and Equipment, Inc. 
c. PolyVision Corporation 
d. Marsh Chalkboard Company. 
 

2.2 MATERIALS 

A. Porcelain Enamel Markerboards:  Balanced, high-pressure-laminated, porcelain enamel chalk-
boards of 3-ply construction consisting of face sheet, core material, and backing. 

1. Face Sheet:  0.024-inch (0.61-mm) enameling grade steel especially processed for tem-
peratures used in coating porcelain on steel.  Coat exposed face and edges with a 3-coat 
process consisting of primer, ground coat, and color cover coat.  Coat concealed face 
with a 2-coat process consisting of primer and ground coat.  Fuse cover and ground coats 
to steel at manufacturer's standard firing temperatures, but not less than 1200 deg F 
(649 deg C). 

a. Cover Coat:  Provide manufacturer's standard matte-finish cover coat, with color se-
lected from manufacturer's standards. 
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b. Cover Coat:  Provide manufacturer's standard, light-colored, special writing surface 
with gloss finish intended for use with erasable dry markers. 

 
2. Core:  1/2-inch- (12.7-mm-) thick, particleboard core material complying with require-

ments of ANSI A208.1, Grade 1-M-1. 
 
3. Backing Sheet:  0.005-inch- (0.127-mm-) thick, aluminum-foil sheet backing. 

 
4. Laminating Adhesive:  Manufacturer's standard, moisture-resistant, thermoplastic-type 

adhesive. 
 

5. Lines:  Provide manufacturer’s paint for lines and markings as noted on drawings such as 
music lines. 

B. Vinyl-Fabric-Faced Tackboards:  Mildew-resistant, washable vinyl fabric complying with 
FS CCC-W-408, Type II, weighing not less than 13 oz./sq. yd. (440 g/sq. m), laminated to 1/4-
inch- (6.4-mm-) thick cork sheet.  Provide fabric with a flame-spread rating of 25 or less when 
tested according to ASTM E 84.  Provide color and texture as scheduled or as selected from 
manufacturer's standards. 

1. Backing:  Factory laminate cork face sheet under pressure to 1/4-inch- (6.4-mm-) thick 
hardboard backing. 

C. Visual Display Rail:  Grip-a-strip as manufactured by Advantus Corp.  Other acceptable manu-
facturers are: 
1. Walltalkers 
2. Stas 

2.3 ACCESSORIES 

A. Metal Trim and Accessories:  Fabricate frames and trim of not less than 0.062-inch- (1.57-mm-) 
thick, extruded-aluminum alloy, size and shape as indicated, to suit type of installation.  Provide 
straight, single-length units.  Keep joints to a minimum.  Miter corners to a neat, hairline clo-
sure. 

1. Where size of visual display boards or other conditions require support in addition to 
normal trim, provide structural supports or modify trim as indicated or as selected by Ar-
chitect from manufacturer's standard structural support accessories to suit conditions in-
dicated. 

2. Chalktray:  Manufacturer's standard, aluminum box tray with end caps. 
3. Map Rail:  Furnish map rail at top of each unit, complete with the following accessories: 

a. Display Rail:  Provide continuous cork display rail approximately 2 inches (50 mm) 
wide, integral with map rail. 

b. End Stops:  Provide one end stop at each end of map rail. 
c. Map Hooks:  Provide 2 map hooks with flexible metal clips for every 48 inches 

(1220 mm) of map rail or fraction thereof. 
d. Flag Holder:  Provide one flag holder for each room. 
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2.4 FABRICATION 

A. Porcelain Enamel Markerboards:  Laminate facing sheet and backing sheet to core material un-
der pressure with manufacturer's recommended flexible, waterproof adhesive. 

B. Assembly:  Provide factory-assembled markerboard and tackboard units, unless field-assembled 
units are required. 

1. Make joints only where total length exceeds maximum manufactured length.  Fabricate 
with minimum number of joints, balanced around center of board, as acceptable to Archi-
tect. 

2. Provide manufacturer's standard vertical joint system between abutting sections of 
markerboards. 

3. Provide manufacturer's standard mullion trim at joints between markerboards and tack-
boards. 

2.5 FINISHES 

A. General:  Comply with NAAMM's "Metal Finishes Manual for Architectural and Metal Prod-
ucts" for recommendations relative to applying and designating finishes. 

B. Finish designations prefixed by AA conform to the system established by the Aluminum Asso-
ciation for designating aluminum finishes. 

C. Class II, Clear Anodic Finish:  AA-M12C22A31 (Mechanical Finish:  nonspecular as fabricat-
ed; Chemical Finish:  etched, medium matte; Anodic Coating:  Architectural Class II, clear 
coating 0.010 mm or thicker) complying with AAMA 607.1. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 EXAMINATION 

A. Examine wall surfaces, with Installer present, for compliance with requirements and other con-
ditions affecting installation of visual display boards. 

1. Surfaces to receive markerboards shall be free of dirt, scaling paint, and projections or 
depressions that would affect smooth, finished surfaces of markerboards. 

2. Surfaces to receive tackboards shall be dry and free of substances that would impair the 
bond between tackboards and substrate. 

3. Do not proceed with installation until unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected. 

3.2 INSTALLATION 

A. Deliver factory-built visual display boards completely assembled in one piece without joints, 
where possible.  If dimensions exceed panel size, provide 2 or more pieces of equal length as 
acceptable to Architect.  When overall dimensions require delivery in separate units, prefit 
components at the factory, disassemble for delivery, and make final joints at the site.  Use 
splines at joints to maintain surface alignment. 
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B. Install units in locations and at mounting heights indicated and according to manufacturer's 
written instructions.  Keep perimeter lines straight, plumb, and level.  Provide grounds, clips, 
backing materials, adhesives, brackets, anchors, trim, and accessories necessary for complete 
installation. 

3.3 ADJUSTING AND CLEANING 

A. Verify that accessories required for each unit have been properly installed and that operating 
units function properly. 

B. Clean units according to manufacturer's written instructions. 

END OF SECTION 101100 
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